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June 7, 2010

Dear Future Tech Pep Representative,

This year was my first year as a tech pep reporter and business manager. Taking
these responsibilities may require more work, but your results are fulfilling and that is
why you have chosen to work these jobs. In the beginning, you may not know what goals
to set and that’s ok. As each issue is developed, you will grow to develop a yearning for
what you are able to achieve. From my first year on the staff, [ have some advice:

Having these positions you have to learn to balance out your time and priorities
well and set goals. You have to be able to be on top of your game and maintain a

- relationship with your clients. Having the desire to gain more clients is also important.

Keep a professional, but friendly behavior when speaking to possible advertisers (you are
representing your school). Make sure you are prepared when going out and have contact
information along with possible ad rates. Keep in mind that you want them to keep
advertising so learn how to keep them in the game! A helpful thing also is to send the
invoice (billing statements), out to the companies right away and keep a separate file just
for this. Most importantly, have fun with it! See what companies you are able to attract to
the paper!

I am glad that you have stepped up and chosen this position. Good luck and have
a great year on the staff!

Sincerely,

Vanny Chao
Tech Pep reporter
Business Manger
2009-2010




June. 7,2010

Dear Future News Editor,

you will be embarking into the office world, where you have proof reads, deadlines and
no one to depend on but yourself. The best way to do an editors job is to have
communication with all the writers, making sure you edit their stories every time they
add something new in. It is very important to get the paper out without any errors;
therefore you must be responsible and take the job seriously. Although if the paper does
come out with an error, the writers should take some of the blame, but occasionally the
finger will be pointed at you because you are "the editor" so its best to always look things
over even if its on your own time.

The writer’s handbook that you will be receiving helps a lot when you edit if you
memorize the basic formatting. In news you will also be editing feature stories, which
might be a little more tricky because they go into more detail.

Furthermore the class is fun and open, being capable of printing what ever is on your
mind feels great. Also it doesn't hurt that it looks good on any transcript.

Smcerely, Laura M Ramirez
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To whom it may concern,

As anew journalism staff member you may have a number of questions about
how a number of different things work. For the most part I cannot answer these
questions. What I can tell you is that there is one thing about editing photos that will
make your life extremely easy: cut the crap. It’s a pretty simple concept, if a picture isn’t
good already just get rid of it; there is no point in spending time editing pictures if they
aren’t good already. If the story is about a football game and your stuck with crap
pictures you may be in trouble, however this is also easily changed, stop letting
incompetent people take pictures, teach them if you have patience, if not do it yourself!
Also don’t procrastinate, even the most basic of edits are time consuming when done in
bulk.

Daniel Drakos, Photo Editor




Dear Tech Pep Reporter,

Upon joining the journalism team, you might think that you can easily slack off
and get your stories done at the last minute. However, one of the most important things
about journalism and being a reporter is getting things done as soon as possible, because
it contributes to getting the whole paper done a lot. As soon as you get your stories, plan
out what you can do, interviews, pictures, research, anything, and do anything you can
quickly. As long as you get your work done, you can leave the slacking for later once you
actually haven’t got anything to do. On pictures, take your pictures as soon as you can,
get them done, process them, and get it in there. Simple and easy. Make sure you stay
responsible and on top of things because that’s one of the most important parts of
journalism and contributing to the team.

Good Luck, | (//7%{/%,/ Df’%

Ethan Dedrickson




To the new tech pep layout editor

If you havebecome the layout editor then make sure you are ready fro the responsibility; it
is a lot of work and you need to make sure you get your things in on time because the end
result of the paper will most likely come down to you. Alsc never be afraid to ask people for
their stories if you need them to finish a page. the other most important thing i would have
say to you is never take criticism as criticism take it as an opportunity to improve your work
and yourself, it will help you not make the same mistakes because no matter what the
criticism is it will always be advice to you.

Sincerely Kyle J Bocian Tech pep Iayout editor of 2010

And Good luck




To the future editors of the Tech Pep

I was the editor of 2009-2010 Tech Pep for 1 year and a half (do to the other
editor quitting the job) years, but for the year that I was editor all year we were able to get
6 papers out, including one 12 page issue and one 16 page issue. We did very well due to
our large staff.

But if you do not have a large staff or you do not have a dependable staff, you’ll
have problems. The role of editor is an essential part of the ability to distribute Tech Pep.
You have many roles

-Making sure people get their stories done

-Making sure they get them done on a deadline (you should create a story
deadline about a week before printer deadline)

-Editing all the stories (trust me, you have to do this for every story)

-Layout all the pages (Unless you have a second or third person that can help you)

-And giving the whole this a second edit

This may seem very very easy, but its not. You have to commit to the class. You
have to come every day and nag all of your staff members constantly. You have to be the
bad guy and the good guy. Remember to treat your staff with respect. Only give them
constructive criticism and complement their work. Make sure the staff understands the
situations, like if you can’t get their stories published because they don’t fit. Make sure
they already know that because they can get their feelings hurt.

You have to work harder than any other person on staff. This isn’t like a real
editorial job. No one is getting paid for their stories so there’s no incentive to get them in
on time. Make sure you have leverage. Remind them of their grades; make sure they get .
weekly reports on what stories are in and what stories are due. Give all the staff
members’ attention. Don’t do too many group discussions because they will think it
doesn’t apply to them, talk to them one on one. Your job is to essentially make all the
other staff members look good. So suck up your pride and work for goodness of the staff
members and the pride of getting the paper out.

You must create relationships with your staff. They wont listen to you unless you
mean something to them. Don’t be afraid of upperclassmen in your class. You are their
mentor. You must be the one they come to. If your afraid of them they’ll take advantage
of you. :
Edit Edit Edit. You have to make sure you constantly edit your work and your
staff’s work. You will be criticized buy everyone; Students, Teachers, Authority, Alumni,
everyone who reads it. And you will hear this criticism. But don’t take it too personally.
Just work harder to show them wrong.

The Tech Pep is a great and important part of Benson’s history. Do it well. Keep
your staff motivated and have pride in your school.

Sincerely,
2009-2010 Editor-in-Chief
Sandra Van Class of 2011




Annie Chen
Period 4
: ' Journalism
End of the Year Advice

Things that T wished that I had known before this ever started was that we weren’t
suppose to have a paper out each semester like how we did. We weren’t even supposed to
produce four in the year, and that was my regret. Now to think about it, we did really
badly this year. For those incoming students, and that may be myself as well, we should
stay on top of things rather than procrastinating, letting th@gs slide. The teacher is the
one who gets in trouble, not us. And for our wrongdoing, and laok of spirit for .this
classroom, the teacher takes the bléme. That makes me feel bad. Work hard and fast and
it will not only be rewarding to the school, but yourself, and it saves the teacher from
having more stress than he/she already does.

A thing I learned from this class was Adobe PageMaker. I{didn’t know how to use
this program at first but with teacher’s advice, in this case with Mr. Rob Melton’s advice,
and playing around with the program with the new pages, I eventually learned how to use
it and well. You start with a blank page and you make it the size of the tech pep papers so
you can fit pictures, logos, ads, and stories in. You get to move around the items you
inserted so it fits into the right spot. Never get scared of messing up because there is
always the undo button. And starting over isn’t that hard if you know how you want the
paper to be. You must always check the final with students and teachers to make sure it
looks good and ready to hit on out to the students and people who read the techpep. When
it is done, just lodk at your page and the others in the techpep and be proud.

Sincerely,

Aunie Chen




Dear future Tech Pep staff member,

Congratulations on deciding to take journalism and not just having a free
period. You are about to be a part of making the school newspaper. You might
be asking yourself, “Does our school even have a paper?” Well, due to lack of
funding, the staff this year spent the entire first semester playing around on the
computer and occasionally writing stories about what they thought was
important in school or just life in general. We had a great many discussions on
which direction to take the paper, but never got around to actually producing
something.

Finally, in February, the principle demanded a Tech Show edition of the
paper and agreed to give us funding. Mr. Melton made it clear that this was no
longer an abstract deadline that we wouldn’t meet, but something that had to
be done. After 5 months of slacking, we had to get a paper made in a few short
weeks.

Luckily for the staff, some of the earlier stories could still be used in this
paper. We rushed to get stories covering important things, and in order to get
the tech pep out on time, Mr. Melton did almost all layout of the paper. While
most of us were happy just to have gotten a paper out, we realized how pathetic
it would appear to the student body to have only produced a single newspaper
of a semester of work.

Hopefully this year you will have a larger staff with which to create a
newspaper. No matter how many of you there are, however, | advise you to be
motivated and make sure that you contribute to the paper. Besides getting no
money and having a small staff, | feel one of the biggest problems this year was
that without someone pushing us, none of us tried that hard to figure out what
needed to be done. Some efforts were made, but had we been more focused
- and goal oriented from the beginning, | think there would have been less
struggles as to knowing what needed to be done next.

In order to have a paper that comes out more than twice a year, | think
you should work together with Mr. Melton to set deadlines. Make sure you
always know that you are using your class time to work towards producing the

paper.
Sincerely,
Michelle McKenzie |
Tech Pep Reporter




Dear future staff of Tech Pep,

Let me first applaud you for enrolhng yourself in this class, I believe that by far
Journalism is the hardest of all of the electives and one of the least celebrated. Students
often take the newspaper for granted and criticize it’s content without hesitation. Don’t
let this make you think that this class is not entirely unrewarding; being on the newspaper
staff looks great on a college transcript. This year we got our funding after Christmas
break, over four months,\than expected. I hope that this doesn’t happen to you.

Sincerely,

Dl

Daniel Lurvey

Tech Fep Reporter




Dear future editor
Journalism is by far the most self motivated class I have taken this year. If you

don’t do anything nothing gets done, it’s obvious, but some students don’t realize it fully.
Give as much effort and you can and the work will pay off. We have only put out 2
papers this year. I want to see a fire in the next class. Do us a favor and get in a larger

~ volume of news at Benson. To a lot of you seniors in journalism, next year will be a time
of slacking off and not committing yourself to doing hard work, but trust me when I say
this, making a dent on your school year matters so make sure its one that will be

remembered.
\ k]
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Dear Future Tech Pep Staff Member,

| was this years Tech Pep Editor and the experience has helped me so
much in the career field | want to get into. All the stress you go through with
deadlines as a high school journalist is multiplied by ten when you get into the
real life field, but this really prepares you and éhows you what it is like. My
writing skills have truly gotten better and | understand so much more about |
journalism. It has been a roller coaster ride for mé as the Editor becausé,;l._ha‘;\?fe
had to meet so many deadlines with stories that need to be plav'ced in
PageMaker, and eventually sent to thé newspapér making company. When you
are told when you have to get something done, with only six to eight people on
aregular day, its hard to get a goqd newspaper out. Whoever is going to be
next years newspaper editor i$ going to be in for a very valuable .experie.ncfzé"f' -

You will learn how to deal with high tense situations where you have to get

something done and need to assign it to people. | have personally learned a lot,

and like the leadership role that was given to me. I've worked hard this year,

and that is what it all comes down to is working hard.

If there were a few things | could change or make different about this year
| would definitely first say we needed more people on our staff. Its pretty much

like if you don’t have enough workers to produce, then your not going to




produce as much as you want. This is the reason why we only had two issues
come out. More staff is always better because then you can cover a lot of
different types of stories, with people who have different cultures and
backgrounds to do it. When you only have six to eight people like we did, its
harder to get things together and have a broader range of stories. More people
would have made the newspaper a lot better. (Another problem is discipline.
The reporters weren't as disciplined as they should have been, with themselves.
They always said they wanted to finish this or that, or do this or that, but they
would just come to class and sit around not doing much.} I say if you want to
really learn about journalism, Mr. Melton is the right pérson to go to, but you
have to want to learn it. If you go into journalism half hearted, that's all you are
going to get out of it, half to nothing. If you don’t know if you want to be in
here or not yet, you will in a couple weeks.

Something to remember: YOU HAVE A LOT OF POWER BEING A
REPORTER!! If anything happened in the s.chool and you need to talk the
principle about what happened? You got it, set up an interview and you can
talk and find out all you want. This is the best part about being in.journalism,
whenever you are interested in something going on, you have the ability to

investigate and learn about it.




Have fun guys, and seniors, have fun while it lasts, senior year goes by like
ZOOM!

Good Luck!

Sincerely,

| S/ll/ 2007

Hoang Pham
Tech Pep Editor in Chief 2007




Dear future TechPep staff member,

There are a few important things to know about writing for the school newspaper.
One is that if you don’t write the stories, there won’t be a paper. This means that you
have to be on top of the news and write stories as soon as you hear about them. It’s much
easier to edit a story that’s already been written then it is to try to write about something
that happened weeks ago the day before the paper comes out.

Another important thing to remember is that your stories need to be easy to find.
You should save them to the server and also print out hard copies. If you always save
your stories to the same place, no one will have to stress out because they can’t find
them. .

It is also helpful if there are pictures to go with every story. This makes the paper
more interesting and colorful. It’s a good idea to get pictures when you are interviewing
sources, or ask them for pictures if your story is about something that already took place.
Pictures also need to be kept track of.

When it gets close to the time for publishing the paper, you should start meeting
with your section editors so you know what pages your work will go on, and then save
your work to the appropriate page folders. This makes laying out the pages much easier,
because no one has to scramble to find the items they want to place on a page.

Finally, the best way to make sure that the paper comes out regularly is to set
deadlines and stick with them. This means that if you decide the paper will come out in a
week, everyone needs to have their stories and pictures ready on time. If this doesn’t
happen, you will have to keep postponing the date that the paper comes out, and there
won’t be enough papers to cover all the news that happens at our school. To prevent this
from happening, you need to avoid blowing off journalism work to get other homework
done. The newspaper has to be one of your priorities in order for it to become a reality.

Good luck producing the TechPep and I hope that you make this one of the best

years €ver.

Sincerely,

Mich
TechPep Reporter




By: Travayae Cason-Gordon

If your looking for a class that you can enjoy, and learn a lot in. Journalism
Is what you need. In Journalism you learn the way newspapers are wrote,

and put together.Its also fun because you get to write about things that
are important to you and things that are going on in school. This year in
journalism we only came out with two papers mainly because the lack of
staff, next year the classis going to be offered during a different period

‘which enables more people to join the class..

. sinceve] Y
\f'a\'sajlf\( care?]




To the future stressed editors of Benson’s very own “Tech Pep”,

Pardon me for saying that if you feel stressed, | implore you rethink your
situation. Sure there are deadlines to meet and you might have some reporters
slacking on the job, but your problems feign in the unholy chaos that was the
06-07 publishing year. Not saying the entire year was hard, due to budget cuts
and unintelligent funding by administrative staff, we (the tech pep staff) spent
the first half of the year writing pointless stories and editorials for a paper that
did not exist. With no funding, there was no paper... pretty easy class we
thought. -

But the persistence of Mr. Melton got us funding for more Tech Peps right
after Christmas break... the problem was after a head count we realized that the
class that usually tipped in the thirties and forties, had five maybe six students
on a good day. Stress is coming out with a paper in two weeks with five
productive students, and an oddly level headed Mr. Melton trying to figure out
why things weren’t going faster. Each one of us had to be a reporter, editor,
photographer, graphic designer, and publisher... good experience, but it's
normally not the way you want to spend your first period.

We were only able to crank out two papers this year (sorry we weren't
superheroes...), but we also worked on the school planner and yearbook, and
consumed more caffeine then medically safe, but it all worked out in the end. So
look back on they way things are going for you and your lazy staff, chances are it
was not as manic as things were here. So be happy and go tell your staff to get
off their butts and start working!

PS. If you are still using the wonderful colored circa 1995 Macs, with OS 9.2
| pray for your soul and sanity. PSS. No matter how much you think it will help...
hitting the Macs just makes them slower... PSSS. If all else fails, blame the
“storyserver” it's probably it's faultg anyways.

Sincerely,

R-272—0CF

Tech Pep equivalent of J. Jonah Jameson




S=2IR-07
Tips for next year

For those thinking about getting an extra high school credit in
journalism, you may have the perfect idea. This class is relatively
simple, you just need to think of a story, research, and translate it
onto a page. After creating your piece of art, you need to add it to the
newspaper page. This task is easily misjudged as being simple. You
need to know where to place text, where to place the picture, and
how to make it all fit.

If you're unlucky enough to still have the iMacs after this year,
good luck, many of them became useless as we used them, I can only
imagine another year of use. With a large team of 12 or more
students, your class should have no problem completing more than 2 .
papers a year.

If you are willing to get a story done every 2-3 days, this class
will be a piece of cake. A note about the Tech Pep is that your class is
graded as a whole, so even if your stories blow, someone has to edit it
and make it better.

By, Samuel Tro]an //
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Dear Puture Tech Pep Editors:

Welcome to the powerful position of Editor-in-Chief. You get to control what goes on in all aspects of the newspaper
operation, but it isn’t all fun and games.

‘ You alone are responsible for picking up everything that doesn’t get done. When publishing time comes, you MUST
finish the paper -- even if that means doing stories, photos, and layout yourself. There is a (likely) chance that you will
be on a skeleton crew, so you will find yourself doing less managing and editing than actual reporting,

It isn’t, however, all bad. It feels really good to be able to put stories you think the audience wants to read in the news-
paper, especially when these stories are important. It’s a chance for you to personally make sure that important issues
are well covered and the student body stays informed.

Once the staff and other students know you are the editor, you will find that people will often approach you with sto-
ries they want in the paper. Take advantage of this — rarely do stories come to you, and it makes it a lot easier when you
know exactly who to interview for more information.

One of the best ways to motivate your staff is to do work yourself. If you write a really great story, you are far more
likely to convince others to do the same than if you spend your time managing.

As an editor, you will spend a LOT of time working on the paper, both at home and in class. ‘The forty-eight minutes
you have each day will not be nearly sufficient to do the tasks necessary to produce a paper. Plan to miss a few classes,
or come early to talk to administrators when they are free. If you are doing the layout yourself, it takes quite a bit longer
than you might expect -- it takes me more than seven hours to layout a newspaper in its entirety, not counting proofing
time.

When laying out the paper, always be creative. Design the entire thing in color, and if the budget is low and grayscale
is the only option, it will usually print just fine. Don’t be afraid to run a huge headline or picture -- simple, graphically
significant clements attract readers and are pleasant to look at.

Usually, the person doing the layout will make minor (or major) adjustments to the layout when they first come into
their position. This allows them to be creative and experiment with different designs. However, always make sure that
. your paper remains distinctive and represents Benson.

However, feel free to use the layout that I have worked on over the past two years. It’s gone though many revisions, and
if you look at the first and last papers' I worked on, they look completely different.

Most likely, you will have freelance writers that are interested in writing for the paper but can’t attend the journalism
class. My first year as Editor-in-Chief, there was no class.-- all of the paper was produced by a dedicated bunch of indi-
viduals who devoted their time to writing stories and taking pictures.

You must remember two things when working with said people. First, you have no leverage over their behavior, at all.
Since they don’t attend the class, they don’t ger a grade and therefore you must motivate them by making story writ-
ing an attractive activity. Give them fun stories, stories that affect them personally especially, and don’t work them too

hard.

Second, coordinating freelance journalists can be a problem, since you have to meet with them during passing times or
at lunch. Quickly establish a regular meeting schedule, and stick to it. Phone numbers and email addresses are espe-
cially helpful if you need something at the last minute.

Finally, the most important thing you can do as an editor is to not self-censor. Never avoid publishing an article, even
if the administration does not want you to, that is significant and meaningful to the students. Just make sure that the
story otherwise follows ALL of the rules and standards.

Good luck!
Sincerely,

’ ﬂ)‘n Lo

Devin Lane
Editor-in-Chief 2003-2005




| 5-20-2005
~ Dear future Tech Pep staff reporter,

Welcome to the Tech Pep staff. There are some important tips you should hear before
you start working on your first Tech Pep issue. First of all, you’ll need to plan ahead a lot in
order to succeed in journalism. Before you start writing a story, complile as much information as
you can about the subject of your story. If you’re planning on doing an interview for your story,
think of as many questions as you can that could be useful towards writing your strory. Make
sure you answer the questions where, why, who, when, how, and what in every story you write.

Also, to succeed in journalism, you’ll need to work well with your fellow Tech Pep staff
members. Remember, communicating well is the key to working together efficiently. Whenever
you finish a story, make sure the editor gets it by either e-mailing it to him/her or putting it on
the server. You should also print it out and give the editor a hard copy. Another communicative
skill you should work on in order to do weil in journalism is to always share all your ideas.
Never be timid to share a stéry idea if you think it could possibly be important and/or interesting.
It’s always best to have a lot of story ideas to choose from, even if a lot of them aren’t usable.

Even if you do excellent in these other areas, you’ll never positively affect the Tech Pep
unless you also have good writing skills. You should always make sure your stories have correct
grammar, spélling, punctuation, etc. Also try to have good paragraph lengths. If your whole
story is just-one big paragraph, you probably need to break it up into several smaller ones, and if
your story has too many small paragraphs, you should combine the paragraphs with similar
subject matter. The editor will probably fix your mistakes if you don’t check your work, but it’s

always best to make it easy on him/ber, and lower the chance of there being a typo in your story.

Sincerel A JM) [A/O Gu,‘rk



Dear Future Editors,

Please follow the following instructions.

1. never ever ever procrastinate this can only lead to failed papers and bad grades.

2. Follow the Editor in chief’s instructions he knows what to do and how to doit

well.

I have learned many things this year, how to have a good work plan is one that is the
most important, being able to figure out what information you’l need when you’l need it
is extremely importnant. Being prepared having all the tools, questions, cameras pencﬂs.
Anythng that would help you geta good story. One way to ensure that you get the story
‘ done and that it's a good story, is to make sure that its something that your interested in.
Because if your interested in it then there will be other people that are interested in it. If
you think that a story idea is not interesting and no one else on the staff is interested in it
then let the editor know because no one would be interested in the school. Use your pass
it can get you into many places that you can find many stories in. deveolop realationshiés
with people it will make it so much easier to get information thaf way. Always do you

best work report the truth and ask the questions the people want to hear the answers to,

Troy Orem %%&WZ

Benson Tech Pep staff Reporter




If you have or have had Mr. Melton’s English class, you would know that there is
practically no deadline for assignments. However, when it comes to his journaliém class, it’s a
different story. There are deadlines for journalism because the newspaper needs to get out. No
stories, no paper. Simple as that.

If you want to meet your deadline, you need to be persistent in your work. If you start on
an assignment right away, you’ll have the motivation to get a good proportion done, or even the
whole story. If you procrastinate, you will never get around to finishing your report. Added
negatives include lower quality work and more errors as well.

If you finish your article quick, you can do another one and another one and so on. If
everyone works well like that, you can produce a sixteen-pager at least, WhiCil will improve the
reputation of the newspaper and people will recognize it more than they did before because there
will be plenty of content for everyone’s interests.

‘What I thought was a disadvantage for the Teck Pep last year was that we were critically
understaffed. We only had five people writing for the paper, which gave us a much heavier
workload and made what was supposed to be a fun course somewhat of a stressful one, even
though we were still able to release good quality work. You guys, however, have the advantage of
a much larger staff, so you guys have the potential to produce great issues of Tech Pep for years
to come.

The way I’ve always wanted to have the paper run (there was just never enough people)
was to elect editors for each position like Opinion, Sports, Entertainment, etc. and have people
- choose which sector they want to be part of, but have the groups be even as well. Also get student
input in the paper. Having a student opinion column might draw more interest. Nonetheless, good

luck to all you future contributors of the Tech Pep. Hope you have fun.

Dan Dean, Class of 2005

Ba/vv EWV



Dear future editors (especially Advertising/business managers),

Congratulations, you have found Sam Ward’s last letter as the
Advertising/Business Manager of Tech Pep. You ilave won some advice.

First of éll, when you have an article idea, a paper idea, or anything at all
(including current and potential advertisers), write it down. Otherwise you forget, the
paper looses money, and the advisor Won’t be happy. Neither will the school.

Second of all, (to the Advertising/Busiﬁéss manager, from here on), When using
QuickBooks, make sure that you know the password. Ifyou don’t ask the advisor for the
password. Frequent (as though it may be), it can be good to just ask him/her for an
Advertising/Business manager.

Third, when selling advertising, try to do some negotiating, like give the
Organizations the contract rate for one ad (in other words, $i off of the price).

Next, don’t get angry with clients. This is the Worst. Instead try to negotiate, as
Jong as Mr. Melton says ok on it.

‘When writing, make sure that you speak your mind, and write the article, even
though i‘p isn’t aséigned to you.

Finally, Keep up. Don’t let work pile up.

Sincerely,

‘%ﬁ;‘g 7/%

Advertising/Business Manager Jan 2004 thru Jun 2005

Quill and Scroll inductee as Advertising Manager 2005




®
Dear new staff reporter,
Coming on the staff of tech pep may seem like an easy position but it takes a lot
to do your job. You have to make sure that you keep your ears and eyes open
because you can always catch a story. Me being the only girl on the 2004-2005
Tech Pep staff it’s hard to find your niche because you’re tempted to do your
interest. Which might not seem very interesting for the rest of the staff. This year
I found it easy righting about personal experience, my opinion and sports stories.

.When writing a story you have to draw the audience in using a little bit of
curiosity with true stories by eidding this could of happen in result of. You might
find a juicy rumor or story around the school and you can right about it by stating
this eligibly happened. The greatest stories happen to be about the administration
because they often tell you Cén’t something but being on Tech Pep gives you
freedom of the press. Which allows you to print and write what you believe. In
interviewing, always interview in a comfortable environment, think and write
questions out before the interview, tie questions into each other, and find research

‘ to add to the interview. When all else fails right about yourself.
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6/7/10
Dear New Tech Pep Staff,

As a first year news reporter this year, I learned to love the paper and all of its gory
details. It’s a fun and on the spot learning class. Throughout the year, the newspaper gave
me the chance to improve my writing skills and this can be your chance as well. Just
remember to write about something you are interested in. If it’s not interesting to you,
obviously nobody else will read it, and you won’t have fun writing it. Choose topics that

.you like and things that you know people will read. When interviewing people, don’t be

scared, they like the attention anyways. Also make sure you turn everything in on time,
which will definitely help out your editors since they do way more work than you do. Be
thankful for your editor and your teacher, they are what make this paper the best. It’s a
chill class so don’t stress over anything, just make sure you do the work and have fun
doing it!

Sincerely,
N/
-7
o
Luehna Abuan
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Dear Tech Pep Student,

Some may tell you this is a laid back class, some may say it is easy and you will
almost always have free time. Those some people are wrong. This class is about hard
work and effort. Sure you can surf the web all day and go on myspace but come on, who
the hell is on myspace? All of your friends should be at school and if there not there lame
and probably shouldn’t be your friend. That shows me you cant make good choices, not
to rant.

I expected from myself at least one story a week including assigned stories.
Stories are assigned by the editor, now some editors let you slip and you may want to
take advantage of that but you better hope I’m not your editor. I have faith that there will
be a brighter day for the Tech Pep. If we only have 10-11 students who want to do there
work out of 25-30 T would be happy and if you are planning to be one of those students
thank you, if not no I don’t know a damn myspace proxy.

- Sincerely,‘
Lriap > —
Foruets

Brian P. Halvorsen

7007~ Sports
7/@@6 EQ oY




Dear, student

The one thing you should do is just write stories to try to impress or satisfy the
Benson community. No matter how bad you do, there’s no way you can do as horrible as
us because as a senior we only got two issues out having only one in color. I became
very malicious when my last article of the year was removed and started acting stupid
because I only had five days left and he didn’t let me have my one story even though he
still had another issue to come. He took it out without even telling me, but if something
like that happens to you just let it go. Don’t let your feelings get to you just keep on
pushing. I learned that that’s the journalism industry and sometimes you got to learn how
to adapt. I also learned how to work with all different kinds of people from the old and
cranky to the lay back energetic kid. One thing I also learned in here is to try to keep all
your stories organized in one folder instead of sub folders.

b/t‘%\fff&/y/ WW»&& NGy



Dear TechPep Student,

Welcome to journalism. Get ready for the most laid back class you’ll ever have.
Here, you are expected to do everything you can to help make the newspaper. You are
expected to do work, but aren’t necessarily required. You can easily get away with
spending all your class time doing nothing slacking off and no one will say anything. But
if you it too much and never contribute, people will lose respect for you. If you’d rather
slack off then write and take photos, then you shouldn’t be here anyway. All I can say to

youis GOOD LUCK. .

Sincerely,

Phikip AP

Philip Melson




Dear, Future Tech %p Student,

Journalism

The first fﬁi}fy 9'm going fo talk about is that do You fike
writing because z’fyou don’F then you don’t ée/mfy in this class because
what you do in this class is think of story that you would ke to write
about and futiton a peace of, fafier and then on the computer and
then on the Tech Tep Newspaper and that's all you rea@ do in this
class rea@ fun,

Know Wr. Melfon ﬁe isa n%z@ cool’ feacﬁer because ﬁejuyf
tells s you to do o story for the whole perm;/ and have it done mayée
that same /ay or M@ée the next class J/ay, 50 foretly easy you just
have to work hard and be the éeﬂ‘you can so each fime fﬁey are goimg
to have a Tech Tep Newspaper out fﬁm‘ one O@OW stories can be on
that newspaper. HAVE

FUNNNNNNNNNNNN. . .........ooooooo0 T
[

S’z’nceﬂe@, Alex Torres,




OTHA BANKS

05-23-08
JOURRAL IS

Letter Lo Edi&ar'

S as§ | leavie the year with fic vegrets | Send a mesSage to theSe apter

me to $tay Strofig and carry with pride the title of a Tech Pep. reparter. This
year that fact alefle 1§ what Kept many st geifig. The Sta ot 08 was qull of
gifted writers with viery umiique perSpectives apd thi$ i§ fleeded to have a
goad paper. Our readers experienced this feelig first hand through eur pirst
1o last i$Sue. A word ¢f advice to the writers of dur veldvied mewSpaper i§
Simply ta Stay determined, becauSe sa thie lemd ot 4§ your drivie that Shall llead
u$ all to Succiess. | iend my letter with Sayimg congratulations te thaSle whe

decideé ta jara cur Tech Pep family

JEENCERERY




Letter To the Future Editor

Dear Future Editor,
Believe me when I say that you really need to work hard. If you don’t strive to get the
paper out, then you probably won’t at all. My class is a perfect example of this; we tried
our best, but due to the awkward block schedule we only managed to get 2 papers out.
You must write stories, and help editing pages, or else the paper will not come out.
Remember that this isn’t a class, it’s a;team, and if you don’t work together you will fail.
You should also keep in mind that Mr. Melton is not only your teacher, but also your
boss and your coach; you can always come to him for help. Overall you need to view
this entire school paper operation as a job, not a class. Don’t strive for an A, strive to get

the paper out and truly make a difference.

Sincerely,
Zack Keirsey




Xavier Rodriguez
Journalism Per.4
05/23/ 08

This was an interesting year for the Techpep because although wé had a large
staff we were only able to get out 2 papers. There are certainly a lot of things we could
have done in order to get more issues out this year. I have to admit that I could have also
put more gffort into it. Though this paper is not about our faults, but rather our
accomplishments and how we were able to work together at times. I worked as the web
editor for the “myhighschooljnournalism.org” website. Posting up stories online was one
of several things I helped out with. Most of my experience with working with the website
actually came by curiosity. I began playing around with the website and soon I had
discovered how to bring to life a webpage. I can say that this year we had a lot of training
with programs and other e;quipment that is used in the journalism field. In fact this year
Mr. Melton bought a website exclusively for the Techpep. Brian, a Techpep staff

member, helped upload news onto this website. He probably knows more about the new

website than I do. I came to realize how news really does affect people’s perspectives.




Fﬁswj

Dear Newcomers,

Work hard, stay focused blah, blah, blah. No, everyone says this so why repeat it.
I just did whatever. You do want to stay focused and work your hardest in this olass.. If
you don’t, the paper will never get out and all your peers in the school will be mad at
you. Don.’t ask me why but they just will. Put your heart into the paper and enjoy writing
stories. Write about subjects you enjoy. Once you have storigs layout the paper well. This
process doesn’t take that long to learn so don’t procrastinate. When you have it down you
will be happy about it. Make sure you edit a lot because people will notice your mistakes
and point them out. They will often laugh too.

I loved this class because it helped me love writing nllore and it............ yeah.

PageMaker is a little easier to use now since I’ve had this class. Overall, get your stories

in, finsh the fight, and do your best. If you don’t everyone takes heat.

R




To the future Editor of Tech Pep,

Having been only one of two people returning from the previous year I was
appointed Editor. As editor my job was to run staff meetings, edit stories, layout pages,
and other tasks of that nature. Having been only one of two people any experience, the
rest of the staff had a lot of learn about the industry. Because nearly everyone had so
much to learn, we were only able to put out two issues of the paper. If you are fortunate
enough to have the majority of the staff as returning members you should have no
problem putting out an issue of the paper within the first month or so of school. If not, be
patient, use your wisdom as Editor to help everyone along. It is important to exercise
good leadership skills as Editor. When approaching a dead-line Mr. Melton may be
having you pester and boss around your fellow classmates, which will make you feel like
a complete tool, but it is important to get everyone moving in order to get issues of the
paper out. When releasing an issue be sure it is well edited, as Editor you will be
accountable to any criticism readers may have (especially English teachers). Be a
responsible leader, but don’t over work yourself and remember that as Editor you may
often times be able to get other staff members to do your dirty work.

Good luck!

Yol

Daniel Lurvey




Dear future students,

You being in Journalism are going to think that this class is easy and that you’re
going to be able to slack off a lot and still get a good grade. That’s what I thought and
that’s what I did. If you do then yoﬁ won’t be able to put out a ﬁewspaper or learn
anything about journalism. This is what this class is for, a newspaper to come out more
than four times the whole school year! Itis a lét of work, it takes dedication and hard
work to be able to write stories, edﬁ them, and put them on page maker so they can be
sent to the printer. You need to work hard and get your work done, don’t put stuff off, it -
will only hurt your grade and write a lot of stories!

One thing I wish I knew before I came in to this class is more about computers. I
wish I had taken communications when I was a freshman so I could work the programs
like page maker. I now understand page maker better and am somewhat capable of

putting a page together. I hope you enjoy this class like I did and Have fun!!

Sincerely,

Me Mullen




Matthew

Thrasher

Per: 4

Journalism

Dear future tech pep staff members,

When I came to this class I was thinking this would just be boring but I figured out it
wasn’t it really helped me with other class assignments and helped me become a better
writer. The advice I give to you is jus have with it be creative don’t slack and meet the
deadlines check your story for errors and mistakes and remember just have fun.

Sir\(,'efi(j ‘ )
Mavmesr Thpalnes




Pz
58305

Dear future journalism students,

The one thing you should do to do well in this class is simply jump in
and get involved. Even if that means doing little things. Like picking up
pictures from a teacher, that is to be used for a story. Or pair up with
someone in the class and work with them. This will truly open you up and
give you experience to do things on your own when you do your story.

It makes you look very good and involved when pc:opie see that you
are interested in what you are writing, you show them who you are.

Something I really wish I had known at the beginning of the year is
how EASY this is. I would highly suggest that you try and write as many
stories aé you can, the more stories you write, the better you will get at
writing them. And sometimes writing the story can be tricky, but not
impossible.

One thing you will definitely learn about this class is that it is the most
laid back class you will probably have all year. Unlike other class work you
will have, doing work in this class is the really the only work that you will
enjoy doing. Because its not studying and textbooks, its working with people
and finding out the truth of what’s going on around you on a daily basis.

Sincerely,
Autumn Ingram ©



Dear Future Tech Pep Staff Member,

Being in journalism class takes a lot of dedication, It also takes timeliness and a
passion for writing . You have to have a love for writing and telling people a story, not
only with words but with pictures too. You need to learn how be able to gather facts for a
story and bring the readers accurate information. Meeting deadlines is important and
bringing life to the newspaper is too. Most- importantly you should have fun with what
you are doing because if you don’t then the readers will be able to detect that in the story.

Some days you will have a lot.of time on your hands in journalism class and other
days you will be extremely busy. You must be able to manage your time wisely and get
things done. It 1is good. for you to be flexible, Eecause things change very quickly,
especially when it comes to news. You are very useful when you have a wide variety of
talents, like being Aable to take photos as well as write the story and then edit it.
Journalism is a great opportunity to learn In a different way than say English class or

Global Studies. Have fun!

Sincerely,

Esperanza Rendon




Tenzin Palyon
Period:4

Letter
Dear future fellows

Are you are thinking of taking Journalism class next year? If you are I can
give you some advice from my experience being in Journalism class as a
senior student. At the beginning of the year what I had in my mind came out
to be much more fun than I thought. It wasn’t really just about writing
stories and all that. We get to work with other peers where we can
accumulate our knowledge and skills to i‘ssue our Benson newspapers. Not
only do learn of how to write and story, we also learn how to lay out the
stories on a layout by using Adobe Photoshop it was great experience of
learning how the real news papers are being issued. We also learned how to
record sounds and edit and skills to take an interview. I think when you take
this elective class I would say you will learn lots of news things that you had

never expected at the beginning of the year.

Sincerely

@V /M




Dear Future Tech Peppers,

All there is to learn is that you got to follow the deadlines. Get your stories correct
and keep typosto a minimum. The rules to writing is to feel what the story is saying to
the audience, so never force out something you write for the paper. Then you will create
something that doesn’t matter to you and your writing is supposed to be your baby. So
nurture the subject, that way it would grow to something that is strong for the reader to
enjoy. Also do the stories that most interest you, which is another way to do a story that
you know a lot about. Like me I do sports because I love them, I know some much that
most of the time I write them at home because I’m watching it live in action. So when I
get to school T just typé it and I’'m done. Follow reliable sources, never go off of he say
she say. To sum it up if ybﬁ don’t love writing then you shouldn’t bé here, if you love it

then your welcome. Be Suave, and Keep it FRESCO!!!

Anton Bogan




Nathan Hepp

Dear, 2009 TechPep staff,

It is my job as a recent tech pep staff to let you know what to expect as your new
year to publish your schools news paper. Things to expect are time deadlines because we
can only print at certain days of the morﬁh it makes it really hard especially if you’re a
procrastinator. Just do it and get it done you came here to become a better writer and help
the school out with a fun hobby. You will also work with a team of people who might
just not have the same work ethic with you so you just got to deal with it and just do
more, believe me you will stand out in the class for your effort in this class. I observe it
all the time and you can tell who wants to be here and doesn’t. Another issue in this class
is you have to volunteer people for jobs to get done and don’t be afraid to do it. I got
volunteered to do thiﬁgs a lot and I didn’t hate the person who told me to get it done
that’s what 1 am here for. Just one last thing is to have fun while doing it and learn a lot of

things as you go through this class for the year




May 23, 2008

Dear Future Tech Peppers,

Coming into Journalism, you may think that it’ll be class you can just slack off in
and you’re right. It’s definitely easier to sit back than to try to keep up with everything
going on around you. It’ll be different from other classes in that you’ll constantly be
reporting, editing, or designing. You’ll have many leadership opportunities to take charge
of projects. If you don’t like the way something’s done, you can help change it. Skills
you should gain from this class are diligence, time management, improvement in using
technological resources, and different styles and techniques of writing. The main goal
you should have is to be able to produce a publication that interests a widespread variety
of people. The most difficult thing about this course is meeting the deadlines. Tech Pep is
just a taste of the real fast-paced journalism industry but if you’re successful in this class,
you should continue to pursue this after high school.

Linda Tran
Junior, Class of 2009




Letter to Daniel Lurvey
Dear Daniel Lurvey,

Hey buddy, I hope all is well. Beirg that we both shared this class last year, I know you
are already aware of the hard work and ingenuity it takes to get this paper up and running,
and there is no one at the entire school that I would deem more fit for the challenge than
you, Mr. Lurvey. Your artsy, unique personality mixed with your determination to
provide the news to the student body gives me much hope for the future of the Tech Pep.
Keep up the good work, and strive to make the most of your senior year.

. Love, Brent Ellingson




